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Interim Performance Report 

The scope and the apparent importance of “Medicine at Ground Level: State Medical Societies, State 

Medical Journals, and the Development of American Medicine and Society” have only grown this past 

year.  Since the initial grant was received from the National Endowment for the Humanities, we have 

received signed confirmation from the Maryland State Medical Society, the Wisconsin Medical Society, 

the Medical Society of Virginia, the Medical Society of the District of Columbia, and the Puerto Rico 

Medical Association (who contacted us) of their willingness to participate in the project.  At the same 

time, the Medical Association of the State of Alabama has withdrawn from the project (though we will 

continue to discuss this with them, and expect they may rejoin the project), leaving only Alabama and 

Massachusetts as potential states not presently participating in the project.  This has brought the total 

expected number of volumes to be digitized up to 3856 volumes (nearly 300 volumes more than initially 

anticipated), representing 97 titles. 

 

The five partners have thus far digitized 1,083,496 pages from 1361 volumes (representing 37 state or 

regional medical societies).  Sample covers and pages are provided as an appendix.  The average number 

of pages per volume – 796 – represents nearly one hundred pages per volume more than initially 

estimated.  This is owing to unexpected numbers of informationally rich unnumbered pages.  As such, 

multiplying our higher volume count by our higher page-per-volume figure results in an anticipated total 

number of 3,069,773 pages, or 569,404 pages more than initially expected.  In addition to the 

digitization funding provided by the National Endowment for the Humanities, The Arcadia Fund, through 

the Harvard University Library, provided $60,000 in digitization funding this past year.  The remaining 

approximately $77,000 in digitization funding will come from endowed funds at Harvard Medical School 

(we were notified in January of 2016 that the medical school would generously provide up to $104,163 

in such digitization funding for the project, leveraging the money already received by the National 

Endowment for the Humanities and The Arcadia Fund). 

The five partners have been sending journal volumes to regional Internet Archive (IA) sites for 

digitization. The New York Academy of Medicine and the University of Maryland-Baltimore initially had 

issues with the quality of digitization (over-cropped or illegible images), but the IA has since corrected all 

of these problems. The remaining partners (the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, the University of 

California-San Francisco, and Harvard Medical School) have all been satisfied with IA’s work. 



Representatives from the Medical Heritage Library and leading historians of medicine were able to 

present on the project at the annual meeting of the American Association of the History of Medicine in 

Minneapolis on April 30, 2016. Our lunch session, entitled “Medicine at the Ground Level,” was devoted 

to the state medical journal digitization project.  The session was well-attended (over 40 audience 

members), and generated considerable enthusiasm about the utility of the project in terms of access to 

the materials, the comprehensive scope (yet bounded nature) of the project, and the enabling of novel 

forms of digital scholarship. 

Looking ahead to our second year, we have presently digitized 35% of the expected final output.  

However, our pace of digitization has been increased rapidly as workflows have been standardized, and 

we anticipate no difficulties with completing the digitization of all the journals in Year 2 (indeed, we 

anticipate finishing the bulk of the digitization before the end of the calendar year).   Presently, all the 

journals that have been digitized can be accessed through the Medical Heritage Library site at the 

Internet Archive.  Advanced search functions can be performed through the MHL search tool, and we 

will devote internal resources to further developing such functionality over the course of the next year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix: Sample pages (1 cover, 3 sample pages) 



 



California medicine, July 1948 

 

 



Western journal of medicine, January 1982 
 

 

 



Journal of the Kansas Medical Society, January 1962 
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